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Dear 9’r von Uhl, v 10 N

As 4 transler sludcr;t, this will be my first semester at the City College of New York. Before the
first day of the Spring semester, [ declared my major as sociology. [ came to this decision due to
my interest in shaping policics to create positive change in New York and beyvond. This semester
I wouldl like to develop my skills as a social scientist. writer, and reader.

[ have never taken a saciology course prior to this semester. Neverlheless, [ am excited to learn
more about this ficld. One of the benelits ol this major is that it has the potential to lead Lo
diverse careel{g

management, :&: a student of sociology and in my role as a social scientist, 1 will investigate
issucs regarding ¢hanges in human behavior in response to ideas everm‘m'f‘pb\f focusing on the
insider and outsider perspectives (Sunstein and Chiseri-Strater 7,8}, In doing so, 1 hape to use
that data to create policies 1o prevent erime and protect people’s rights,
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From a young age to the present, | learned from my history courses that people of Alrican / j)\-
descent have suffered a long history ol abuses in America. In the article, #ho First Showed
That Biack Lives Matier, Chris 1Lebron, Assistant Professor of Alrican American studies and
philosophy at John Hopkins University, writes that even after the American Civil War had ended
and African Americans were given freedom, they still sullered at the hands of others, particularly
white people (1). One such example was the lynching ol black men based on false rape
accusations. For the past few years, through various media outlets. T leamed ol er ol
examples in which police officers use excessive force, The questions come tp’ mine Ie rardmu lhc
reasons palice oflicers abuse their power and the laws in place that prevent the-atiise of power
from being repeated. L is because of the injustice that | have observed that I wish o take ona
role to create positive change.
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| am concerned about the limitations of my wriling skills, It often takes me a great deal of time 10
prepare a satislyving paper that meets all of the standards sct by my instructors. More importantly.
I feel that my knowledge of grammar and syntax is somewhat delicient, My instructors and |
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have observed these issues in my past papers. Despite these dilliculties, my skills as a writer hds?
improved in terms o my use of language and punctuation. My goal lor this course will be to
further develop my skills in regard (o the usage ol proper grammar, syntax, punctuation, anl
lungudgcf So that | may be able to apply them to my other wurscs \ : f ¥
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In conjunction with my goal for writing development, I would also like to address my goal to

improve mysell as a reader. For many vears now, | have performed close readings of assigned

works that take me much longer to complete than my classmates. [n my close readings. 1 would :

summarize and paraphrase every one to three sentenees in  lext. By daing so, | would be able to I

develop a much better understanding of the text compared to my classmates, but this method is 0 (£ -

too time-consuming. Just this week, I fell behind in my reading assignments for three courses )

just by performing close readings for two other courses. It scems 1o me that my close reading f’ [

style needs o he refined. As a result, | have set a goal for mysell to develop my reading skills. G B \Dg):"
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In order to achieve this goal, 1 have decided 1o minimize writing to analyze the assigned lexls, f
My new reading practice will follow a stepwise process. IFirst, | will read texts just to get the gisl v
of them. During the reading, | will make short notes about important elements. After finishing -
my lirst reading, 1 will write a summary of my understanding of the text. Then, I will pcrl‘orm /e
second reading. focusing on the details. It is a lengthy process, but [ hope | will beableto  / j5vr
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improve the balance hetween comprehending the texts and complclmg the work in a timely / ° &; 2oL O
manner. f b T«A oY
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I hope that you will assist me in my endeavor to become a better reader and wriler, These Aoz

improvements will help me facilitate the difficulties of my coursework and may assist myself 1o M
hecome a hetter social scientist.
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